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the Jesuits' College In Dublin outstripped Trinity in
numbers. All the colleges and all the lectures were
open by statute fo students of any denomination.
No religious test was permitted. No theological chair
might be founded out of public funds. But by the
choice of persons constituting the Senate and Governing
Bodies, and the staff, a Catholic atmosphere was
secured. There were still many distinguished non-
Catholics in the professorial chairs ; and the head of
University College, Galway, was and still is a Protes-
tant man of science from Ulster. But the demand
was met. Ireland was provided with a University
adapted to the needs of the old inhabitants of the
Island,
The first thing they did with it was to make a
knowledge of Gaelic compulsory for entrance. The
importance of this teaching must be discussed other-
where : here, it is only needful to note the effect of
this decision, which sharpened the lines of separation.
If Gaelic came to be regarded as the national language,
it was certainly not the language of the middle nation : •
and this test has acted as a barrier to keep Protestant
students out from a University which is at their door
in Cork and Galway, and even in Dublin offers a more
modern and somewhat cheaper type of institution
than Trinity.
The body appointed to frame the statutes and to
make the first appointments had to operate under
fear of a new breach with the clergy: its chairman,
Lord Chief Baron Palles, was an ultra-devout layman,
and probably much more timid than the Archbishop
of Dublin, Dr. Walsh, who sat beside him. We
appointed none but ecclesiastics to the chairs of
Philosophy; and In one case at least the selection was
angrily resented by the general body of students and
graduates. But otherwise no account was taken of
theology in making appointments, and later at Galway,
when the Governing Body had to fill up a couple of
chairs, Protestant candidates were chosen in preference

